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Nhen docs i beoome a posm? What can pou dowhen ic Boacs on the surface
and sralls? What's the difference berween the :v|||1|ll:-l-|l:|:-:-=11l|r lonke aillibie ane alse
real. the un-fake-able, thing? IF we caver the poom o b changed. o disconsr
conmections ar deprhe we gould not have plocrad beforchancd, whan place doss iha
e B woraft aned ddeliberation? Hiw can 'n-i.'"|l|:lr|' 1o b :-l|r|lri5-a1'|:' Wi il loake
tagether ar a pumber of contomponry pocms that, wing contrsging methods
and maneriale, scecssfully practice the arr of discovary, We will cxperiment with
warisd l.l'-||1|:-l:-il:|-l|1:1| HrAlgics that geck 1o masingie aur oen Tk ':rlt:lrl ;7

Linda Gregerson iz e awthor of four books of pociry, Magrerie Mook,
arerfanrae, The Whumen Who [hied v Hr .'|'|';nr_||:l. anid Free in oive I'J-.llrxr.lm.l.ll-l.l,,
ag well a3 two books of driticism, The Botrmtion of se Saffery and Negasive
Capateifiey, Winner of the 2005 Kinpsley Tufis Awarc, ahe has also reocived
awards and felleswships freom e American Academy of Ars and Levers, the
Prcary Sowiery af America, Seeiry magazing the Ingram Merdll Foundarion. the
Mariensal Hurmanivics Center, the Instinane for Advanced Soudy, the Guggenheim

Faundation, and the BEA twice, She iz cn the MEA faculey ar the Universing of

blichiganm,
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Wilvers an<d palneers have fad off cne ancther’s creaive work dewn the cenmaries
numereis conremporary nevels revalve arsund the hdsory of palncing. Whar
can the visiel wor offer s as ficdon wiirers? How does the acn of puning colar an
canvas resemibde or differ from the so af puning though inro words? 13 i pessible
o describe a palncng?  In chis workshop, well explere some of the many ways
i which palniing and padnrers can funcrlen s sabjecs o Inspleadon for Gorken.
In the process, well Jeak ar works by AL 5. Bac, Al Miller, Chabm Peaok,
and Oiscar Wilde, ameng cehers, and will wads an shen and long ficrlan of o
awn. Bring aleng a sheschpad {absolurely no drawing experience necessaryh and
a represdiscrion of & padiving thar fascinares you.

Hizabeth Kostova was born in Connecticun in 1964, She holds a BA. in
Birfnish Fnsdies From Yale Unversiy and an MEA. In Crearlve Wiiing from ohe
Lndversiny of Michdpan, Her work has appeared n Mtodadppd Reodes Posts o
Wrdrere Magazine, and The e Awpericave Poerey, Her firse novel, e Rlicordar,
{Lirtle, Brown, Jume 0050 waz & @1 Mew York Thmes Bessseller and (s being
wranslared dnra 37 langueges. She bs also co-authar of a rravel book enrled §957
Thee Croceet-Norerervad Chwosmile ol @ fovervey:
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In this Inrensive '|l.'-.||L:-.'I|n|:-. w1l make new sEarts o cs iy foorward dmno 2 grean
creative summer. The emphasis will be on wrltng well abour nanare and the
covianment i whatever genre o genves poa call pour cwon: memedr, joenallsm,

(==L [ Tk, |JI-::-|.I|'!|' |1|’ ek, SO0 I|p| 14 ared all combinarions. We'll re ||‘| a N,

caperiment a grean deal, ger ounslde a Hule o mn|:'|l.' lowcke, aned iy a |'u'.-'n|..| al
eperolses de :.I|1I||.|i I ENETEIE New |..||.'I.'n = '|'r|.l|'L ||'||1 =i IAI::'}I'"“I.: T o |||:|-'
forweard inro A Ercal ST i WriTnE. ﬁllllll_ el |_|.|I|1| &, Mdle }HAILH. |||.II-. amd

|||.'Il-c ils :|I'||1 ﬂ-cx'lll [ BT Yo « 1||1-:|1|||-c:1‘| semse of wonder.

B‘I hﬂrhﬂh‘l mewest bk is |r|".l||l|'?.l:r .'|'|'I:.J|n'. |.I|I|.'|||'.|I|.'|i |:-]-' [ Mal '|'|'-:1-h"|3:||'||i-:a'|l
Hionse, which won the 2K Maine |.|I|'|'.L|'_|-' Aowvard for Monhicrlon, Ovher bosaks
al e l|l.'|'|rII||J_ ane FurETAT AR l|'|.'.l:|.-.'. e Wmvﬂ, .ill..l A Maw o Wirker |:I"¢'¢.|.]-'h
with Robeim Kimbs :|I'||i ":'Ii"c-.ch--.r "r‘ll.""‘"l.ﬂl] Hies thie aurhvar of the |:-|.':I:|"||II||J_
hoak of Inssmicolon. 'uﬁn'r.ll"t: |r||l.r 'S:.'n.lln-l. |I'||i -n.lllul al the ':-.I.'I.J'I-'I'hr 4|r'|r.'n'\5'.gr
|".-.-.I|rn.-\.-||:-.-.-.l.-.'.l:.- Cree Mewfurdor The A .-.-." Tt BN alss wriees ficrlsn and is
the aunher af a nowvel., T Saalier Codor [.L selecrlon af the Brishame, Ausiralia.
lrerary Fesival, 20040, and a collecrion of shorr srees, By Bend (which won the
Fannery CXComnmar Award in 2001},

Prers tend e divide writing invo dissing phases of inspiraticn and revision . Whils
it may be custamary 1o speak af the impulse behind 2 poem as separae from the
wark required o bring it 1o fruiion, it s notr necessary 1o accepe thar we firs
“receive” the poem before we “make” the poemi. The danger in chis perspective is
thar the poer adopas a double mindedness, an expecrarion char there is a necessary
distance berween creativity and discernment, berween the wild and the calnred.
I'd like vo evamine the assumpaions behind chis divide and explore methods al
challenging oursehees o bring our ideas inm being wich lainguage thar rebecs the
imtensivy of their arigins.

Bob Hicok's fifth book of poery, Fhis Clevery Livimg, was published in 2007 by
Pirr. Awménnd Sowd {200} was a fnalise far che Marional Boal: Crivics Cirdle Aseard
Becipient of an MEA fellowship, Hicok’s posms have appesred in three volumes
al et American Pomry and rwice received the Pushoan Prize. He was recently
awarded the |erome |. Shesack Prize by She Amerinrs Pearry Sevdene and che Anne

POETRY

Frost said every poen was S adveniures” The and is nover ks wlsm we
begin. [n i the samne with cssping—a scarch, o wsting, a sating forth, trusting
in the Enpuage o e uws throughs This workshop is open o all writers willing
o make the leap and to help their ficlow pilgrimg on the way in the pussiin of
smething thsar rings e,

Thomas Lymch iz the author of three colbactions of poairy: His colloction of ey,
The Unlrrading—Life Stwofies from the Dimial Trade won The Harland Prize for
non-fictionn, The fuserican Beok Award, and was a Finalis for the Manional Book
Award. Ir has boon wranslared inco cighe languages. Bodie in Moavion god o Re
win The Grear Lakes Book MAwand, Baokiay Peodge—We Sl dad Avrerfopm, 4
thire] sollccrion of neaafiction, was puldishad in 2005, Hiz work has appercd
in jeurmale and newspapers througheun che LK, Drdbnd and the Uninad Seance,
arnd bias b broadet am NPR and the BRC, He iz a0 Adpunct Professor in the

Halley Prize from Adasachureris Bedew. He veaches ar Virginia Tech.
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[n this workshoep we will practice methods For cxploring memoery and using the
imagination o find matsnial for fion, The sotkshop aubuide eomes from a ok
by Dharothea Brande which examins ways the unsonscious cn be barncscd
i the sorvice of writing sories, We will, owrsdver, practive a number of such

provesses for writing, exervises divecisd twand mch hamosing, sith the peal of

gemeratimg a serics ammenant of new work during aur time tagather. It is my hogs
that you will leam new approaches to the sk of writing. approaches which will
ke writing more “cifordes” and rewarding, and the yeu will write soome things
thar will surprise yoan, and some away from the workshop with a gren deal of new,
caciting mancrial with which o continue pour work

Lawura Kasischloe has puldished four povels Gmost recendy, Be Mire, Harcour,
2007, six colledions af postry (most ety Garaeaing I the Dk, Ausalide
2000, and a el For young adulie She bas published switing in Msphbars,
Fireern, The Areerisan Foesry Bredeus The Mo Englprd Reviews, ancd chcwhens, and
been the recipient of soveral Pusheart Prises aned vwo fellowshdps for the Mational
Endlersment for ahe Ars, Her ahird movel iz being made inio a film stacdng

Llma Thareman, diccercd by Vadio Parelman. She teaches an the Uhniversing of

Michigan,

gracluate creative writing progsum af Llnivesity of Michigan, dan Arbsor,
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In this werkshap, we'll explore tee auschiopraphical crigins of our work, whether
in nonficrion ar fiction, theough remembering and storyrelling rechniques, and
we'll arvemipt io bocare the fragmentary rw mazerials of memary—soch as images,
sertings, and bits of dialogue—thar conain dhe stories chat have been granied oo
us ||1n:-ug|1 che EAperice af aur own lives. Came Fr\q:nm:l to penerate new wark
and bring along a few ald phaos of yoursdf as well as mher people and places

important o your life.

Richard McCann is the author of Mot of Smmons (John O, Zacharis Boak
Award. 2005), which novelistc Michasl Cunning;hnm describes a5 “almost
unbearably beswiful . a book so inrricately felt, so magnificendy writeen, thar
it can sand wnembarrassed beside the myssery of life iself” Metber of Sorous
was chasen by Amaen as coe af the 50 Besc Books of 2005 and was a Borders
Orriginal Vaices selection. Richard McoCann is also the suwthor of S Lerters
{Beanrice Hawley Award, Capricorn Pocory Award) and the edicor (with Michael

Klgin) af :l".hﬂgr .'il!rqpm' in feming. {Phove credic: .'.'iip'id Eserada)

Extrsrdimary writing oficn springs from ocdinary evimis, In this woerkshop we
will arn crdinary decds i extmordinary sories 8 pocms, apping o the
desper peychic levels of Gicy ale, myth, spmbsl and acherppe shere the ral
s aned stories live, W will find new wars of shining the ght of imagination
cniee s <aily Bives and into whar lies boncath the sudface. There is om in thiz
group far bath baginners and exporionsed wordsmiths, Expest o come away fram
the workshaep mee in ouch with youwr swm instinet: and insgioation, having
wriren sumething that will surprise you

Richard Tillinghass lives on a mountainside in Ircband, Before leaving che 115

he gl writing 3 Berkicley, Harvand, the O Instivure and the Bread Loaf
Whrivers” Conferoner; for peenty pors he was on the Beuliy of the MEA program
an the Uiniversdny of Michigan [n 2041 Richard co-founded Rear River and was
dirccior throwgh 2005, An invetcrate rvdern, he was formedy Edivor-in-Chiaf of
Levs G, e Tivtved Cireinde roe Ereraapr, In asblinion, be b alss workod for many yeas
as a book revicwer and cemvrisn, puldishing in T Mo S, the Anloriis the
Mo Fark Traies, the Sk Tise, The Madown, the Wbragean Mo, the Wall Seee
frraafaned elsewlsae, He is the auther of soeen books of poctey and twse boaks of
custysy ot pocenely Poeery e Wae f Bl Ulniveraivy of Michigan Pross, 2004

Hig mext boak of pociry, Te Meaw Life, ds schoduled from Copper Beceh Pross for
e this ysu

THE BEAR RIVER WRITERS

PROSE & POETRY/
TRAVEL WRITING

To learn more about these authors—and the many others afhliated with the

Bear River Writers' Conference—please visit our website:

www.lsa.umich.edu/bearriver

SrECIAL THANKS TO MEDER, INCORPORATED FOR ITS GENEROUS
SUPPORT OF THE BEAR R1IvEr WRITERS' CONFERENCE.

PERFORMANCE/
POETRY

Toatfry in Porformance

W will explore vhe many me=anlngs of the werm “poary in perfermance,” Frem
on-spage perfonmances, @ the ldea thear poerry [ fesdf a langeege performance.
Wie will conslder poenry’s “Incernall acrlon,” bow lprle poeny In paricibe sping
o af feself, finds its direcvion thrasigh the momennem generared by the free flow
of words [-!nﬂr:lr'a. :‘h:ﬁllll.'l oF misl: B an essemlal puﬂhrmarp:r COMpEneEnt, Wl
will discisss the history of pocry oral Gand aurall oo, We will also lisen o
cecorehings of poers renewned for thelr successs in perborming poery with and
wiithionm miesbeal scoom panimens-

Barry Wallenstein is the authar of five collectians of poerry, the most recent
Iﬂn-g_.-{ L AT u_ll"{_._.-m&m [EJ:I@:M}' Press, 199990, His ey s tp!w.u'n1 i
oover 100 poernals b rhe LES. amd abarosd. in sisch |1hr¢: as Jiseariannle Mepies,
rhee Margosr, Crareradad Beedew, and Avrenloan ﬁ-r.-'.rr__r Hepdeis His 1971 ook Vi
e Keetnbonr! e Poen” Prariee { T Crowedl) was retssued (n @ new ancd rﬂ'p.l.ndn‘t
edition by Brosdview Press (H02). A special Interess iz his perfarmance of posry
with Jazz cellaboraien. He bos made five recordings of his pesary with jazz, the
NOsE FeceEnt I'u'-h'tg Fadeeonium [Cadence Jam Records CJR 1 1594) Mewemnber,
H0%, He s a Professor of liveranee and orearive wriring an the Ciry Linlversiny of
Plew Yark and ks also an edivar of the foarmal, Awerdo Sool Redee.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
James McCullough and Richard Tillinghast first planned the Bear River

Writers” Conference as a place where writers from outside northern

Michigan could enjoy the beauties of this place and where they could

meet the writers who live here. They hoped to bring people with general

literary interests together with those who were interested in writing

about place and the natural environment. They hoped the mix would

create new ideas that would send all the writers home with good work to

continue... And they thought the shores of Walloon Lake—which had

already inspired one American classic—would be a good place to help

accomplish their idea. I'm pleased to repore thart so

far it seems to be working!

Keith Taylor pubdished mwe pew books In 2004, e,
collecrksn af iz anid srorles, was |:|||.k::‘i.'| as 4 Hklplg,m Motable Book of
the Year for 20617, Snireva Crivdnar T Hwn:r.ﬂni'ﬂi.u.'q,f.ﬁ'm'm F._.-irj-ml:tu Y
heak b ransbaed with his friend WMlllam Reader, was pubBshed in England.
Cheer the years hils work s appeared inoa couple of hundied places, ranglng
from El:u-r'__r s the Lﬁﬂnf_r.ﬂﬁ T, frorm v Warahers ﬂlﬁi“il’ amnd the -I'.'n"n'm!_n.l
Tibuar vo Michigar Creaveerly Resdese (rwee bsues of which he recently gues
edinedl, Mosry fedoed and The Sowrliern RBeobee He hos won awards for his
work here and In Furope. He works as the cospdinarar of wndergradoans
creative wrlllﬂg:ﬂ the Ulrll.n;r.l.ll:,l nI"MIrI':Ig::n.

.'.'l}-u.l.ln'.v.ﬂa‘wnr'ra.

DIRECTOR



